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Their meaning was explained, and the secret intentions of the expedition were disclosed to Colonel Lamb. The design was to concentrate all the troops in that quarter at New Haven, and Fairfield, and make a descent on Long Island, as a retaliatory measure to the expedition which had made such ravages at Danbury.* The pressing orders to march for Peekskill, on the llth June, countermanded to White Plains; and the strict injunctions to provide whale boats, were fully understood; and Colonel Lamb remained at his post, notwithstanding the invitation of General Knox to head quarters, on business of importance; making every preparation for the intended descent; until the movements of Sir William Howe in the Jerseys, began to indicate the approach of a general battle; when the troops were ordered in earnest to Peekskill. Lieutenant-Colonel Oswald with part of the regiment was already there, and Colonel Lamb prepared to follow with the residue, as speedily as possible.
The secret intrigue of Gates was prosecuted with great vigor, and no effort was spared to alarm the people of this, and the eastern states; and to poison their minds by the most preposterous fabrications. Rumors as early as 16th June, had reached the camp, and were circulated from Fish-kill, of the defection and desertion of the northern generals,f and of the dispersion of our forces on the frontier. These were so confidently and extensively circulated, that when that excellent but unfortunate general, St. Clair, nearly a month afterwards, was forced by an overwhelming force from his untenable positions on Lake Champlain; the event was considered as confirmation of the absurd charge of treachery which had been previously brought against him.
General Putnam, who commanded in the Highlands, was beyond doubt of the Gates faction; and if he was not originally inclined to hostility to the Commander in Chief, the influence of Col. Burr, his aid, whose inveteracy against Washington, was increased by some coldness or slight, which
* Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.           f Idem,